
 

Hunsley Primary: ParentLearn  

Supporting Your Child’s Developing Writing - Reception to Year 1 

 

Top 5 Tips for Engaging Children in Writing at Home1 

1. Talking  

The basis of good writing is talk so try and spend quality time each day talking with your child.  

2. Model drafting and correcting  

If your child sees you writing they will want to write too. So let your child see you writing notes, 

cards, letters to friends or relatives or a shopping list. Let your child see that you are not perfect the 

first time you write. Making changes and editing what you write is a natural part of writing. Writing 

in this way shows children that improving your writing is important to adults and also really useful!  

3. Write for a reason  

Children are most enthusiastic about writing when they write for a reason, so let your child write 

their own cards, thank you letters, invitations, lists or emails to friends and relatives. Perhaps they 

could write their own mini shopping list with a couple of items when you go shopping and cross 

them off on the way round. They could put some captions on holiday photos, keep a diary or even 

write their own story book to read to a friend or relative.   

4. Provide the materials   

Try and have a selection of writing materials readily available including pens, pencils, paper and 

envelopes, and so on. You could even write in sand or paint, or cut up newspapers and magazines 

and use the letters to make words. Magnetic letters on the fridge are also a fun way to write - 

perhaps they could leave a message for another family member?  

5. Play word games  

Games like hangman, Boggle, scrabble and so on are great ways to build your child’s word skills 

                                                           
1 Here's a tip - Don’t worry if your child’s letters or words are sometimes backwards or misspelt at this age. The 

important thing is that they have fun writing at home and are making an effort. 
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Early Learning Goal Physical Development: 

Children show good control and co-ordination in large and small movements. 

They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space. They 

handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. 

 

Early Learning Goal – Writing  

Early Learning Goal Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in 

ways which match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular 

common words. They write simple sentences which can be read by 

themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are 

phonetically plausible. 

 

Exceeding the Early Learning Goal – Writing 

Children can spell phonically regular words of more than one syllable as well 

as many irregular but high frequency words. They use key features of 

narrative in their own writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix:  

 English in the National Curriculum 

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language 
and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written language, and to 
develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum 
for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding 
 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 
 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 

conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 
 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 
 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for 

a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 
 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 

their understanding and ideas 
 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in debate 

Writing 

The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 are constructed similarly to those 
for reading: 

 transcription (spelling and handwriting) 
 composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing) 

It is essential that teaching develops pupils’ competence in these 2 dimensions. In addition, 
pupils should be taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. These aspects of 
writing have been incorporated into the programmes of study for composition. 

Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, on spelling quickly 
and accurately through knowing the relationship between sounds and letters (phonics) and 
understanding the morphology (word structure) and orthography (spelling structure) of 
words. Effective composition involves articulating and communicating ideas, and then 
organising them coherently for a reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, 
purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. 
Writing also depends on fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy handwriting. 



Spelling, vocabulary, grammar, punctuation and glossary 

The 2 statutory appendices – on spelling and on vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – 
give an overview of the specific features that should be included in teaching the 
programmes of study.  

Opportunities for teachers to enhance pupils’ vocabulary arise naturally from their reading 
and writing. As vocabulary increases, teachers should show pupils how to understand the 
relationships between words, how to understand nuances in meaning, and how to develop 
their understanding of, and ability to use, figurative language. They should also teach pupils 
how to work out and clarify the meanings of unknown words and words with more than 1 
meaning. References to developing pupils’ vocabulary are also included in the appendices.  

Pupils should be taught to control their speaking and writing consciously and to use 
Standard English. They should be taught to use the elements of spelling, grammar, 
punctuation and ‘language about language’ listed. This is not intended to constrain or 
restrict teachers’ creativity, but simply to provide the structure on which they can construct 
exciting lessons. A non-statutory glossary is provided for teachers.  
Throughout the programmes of study, teachers should teach pupils the vocabulary they 
need to discuss their reading, writing and spoken language. It is important that pupils learn 
the correct grammatical terms in English and that these terms are integrated within 
teaching.  

Key stage 1 - year 1 

During year 1, teachers should build on work from the ‘early years foundation stage’, 
making sure that pupils can sound and blend unfamiliar printed words quickly and 
accurately using the phonic knowledge and skills that they have already learnt. Teachers 
should also ensure that pupils continue to learn new grapheme-phoneme correspondences 
(GPCs) and revise and consolidate those learnt earlier. The understanding that the letter(s) 
on the page represent the sounds in spoken words should underpin pupils’ reading and 
spelling of all words. This includes common words containing unusual GPCs. The term 
‘common exception words’ is used throughout the programmes of study for such words. 

Alongside this knowledge of GPCs, pupils need to develop the skill of blending the sounds 
into words for reading and establish the habit of applying this skill whenever they encounter 
new words. This will be supported by practice in reading books consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge and skill and their knowledge of common exception words. At 
the same time they will need to hear, share and discuss a wide range of high-quality books 
to develop a love of reading and broaden their vocabulary.  

Pupils should be helped to read words without overt sounding and blending after a few 
encounters. Those who are slow to develop this skill should have extra practice. 

Pupils’ writing during year 1 will generally develop at a slower pace than their reading. This 
is because they need to encode the sounds they hear in words (spelling skills), develop the 
physical skill needed for handwriting, and learn how to organise their ideas in writing. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/238985/English_Glossary.pdf


Pupils entering year 1 who have not yet met the early learning goals for literacy should 
continue to follow their school’s curriculum for the Early Years Foundation Stage to develop 
their word reading, spelling and language skills. However, these pupils should follow the 
year 1 programme of study in terms of the books they listen to and discuss, so that they 
develop their vocabulary and understanding of grammar, as well as their knowledge more 
generally across the curriculum. If they are still struggling to decode and spell, they need to 
be taught to do this urgently through a rigorous and systematic phonics programme so that 
they catch up rapidly. 

Teachers should ensure that their teaching develops pupils’ oral vocabulary as well as their 
ability to understand and use a variety of grammatical structures, giving particular support 
to pupils whose oral language skills are insufficiently developed. 

Writing - transcription 

Spelling  

Pupils should be taught to: 

 spell:  
o words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught  
o common exception words 
o the days of the week 

 name the letters of the alphabet:  
o naming the letters of the alphabet in order 
o using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same 

sound 
 add prefixes and suffixes:  

o using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and 
the third person singular marker for verbs  

o using the prefix un–  
o using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of 

root words [for example, helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest]  
 apply simple spelling rules and guidance 
 write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words 

using the GPCs and common exception words taught so far 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory) 

Reading should be taught alongside spelling, so that pupils understand that they can read 
back words they have spelt.  
 
Pupils should be shown how to segment spoken words into individual phonemes and then 
how to represent the phonemes by the appropriate grapheme(s). It is important to 
recognise that phoneme-grapheme correspondences (which underpin spelling) are more 
variable than grapheme-phoneme correspondences (which underpin reading). For this 
reason, pupils need to do much more word-specific rehearsal for spelling than for reading. 



 
At this stage pupils will be spelling some words in a phonically plausible way, even if 
sometimes incorrectly. Misspellings of words that pupils have been taught to spell should be 
corrected; other misspelt words should be used to teach pupils about alternative ways of 
representing those sounds. 
 
Writing simple dictated sentences that include words taught so far gives pupils 
opportunities to apply and practise their spelling. 

Handwriting 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 
 begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the 

right place 
 form capital letters 
 form digits 0-9 
 understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are 

formed in similar ways) and to practise these 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory) 

Handwriting requires frequent and discrete, direct teaching. Pupils should be able to form 
letters correctly and confidently. The size of the writing implement (pencil, pen) should not 
be too large for a young pupil’s hand. Whatever is being used should allow the pupil to hold 
it easily and correctly so that bad habits are avoided. 
 
Left-handed pupils should receive specific teaching to meet their needs. 

Writing - composition 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 write sentences by:  
o saying out loud what they are going to write about 
o composing a sentence orally before writing it  
o sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
o re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense 

 discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils 
 read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory) 

At the beginning of year 1, not all pupils will have the spelling and handwriting skills they 
need to write down everything that they can compose out loud. 
 
Pupils should understand, through demonstration, the skills and processes essential to 



writing: that is, thinking aloud as they collect ideas, drafting, and rereading to check their 
meaning is clear. 

Writing - vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English appendix 2 by:  
o leaving spaces between words 
o joining words and joining clauses using ‘and’ 
o beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, 

question mark or exclamation mark 
o using a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and 

the personal pronoun ‘I’  
o learning the grammar for year 1 in English appendix 2  

 use the grammatical terminology in English English appendix 2 in discussing their 
writing 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory) 

Pupils should be taught to recognise sentence boundaries in spoken sentences and to use 
the vocabulary listed in English appendix 2 (‘Terminology for pupils’) when their writing is 
discussed. 
 
Pupils should begin to use some of the distinctive features of Standard English in their 
writing. ‘Standard English’ is defined in the glossary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/238985/English_Glossary.pdf

