
Phonics and 
reading in Year 

1



Phonics Terminology
Phoneme- a sound. 

Grapheme- the way a sound is written.

Digraph- two letters that make one sound.

Trigraph- three letters that make one sound.

Blending- putting sounds together to read a word.

Segmenting- breaking words into sounds to spell them.

Tricky word- a word that is not phonetical and can not be sounded out.

High frequency word- words used frequently in spoken and written language e.g. as, at, and, back .

Alien words/ Sudo words/ nonsense words- words that are not real words.



Phonics in Year 1
Daily phonics lesson, building on from Reception.

Phonics is taught through a scheme. At Hunsley Primary 

we use Bug Club Phonics. 

Children are taught as a whole class, but we differentiate through questioning, challenge words and 
sentences etc.

Interventions in place for children who need extra support.  

Pure sounds vitally important.

Phonics screening check in June 2025



Phonics screening

It is a national assessment and children read 40 words.  

20 words are pseudo/alien words and 20 are real words.

The words get progressively harder and include multi-syllable words by the end.

The words begin with graphemes and phonemes from Phase 2/3 and moves through words 
containing graphemes and phonemes from Phase 4 and Phase 5 as well.

If your child does not pass the phonics screening in Year 1 they will get continued phonics support 
and interventions in Year 2. They will also re-sit screening test in Year 2.  





Phonics in Year 1

Phase 5 graphemes for each 
phoneme linked and taught 
together.  

Irregular/high frequency words 
taught through language lessons. 





Phonics in Year 1

Let’s see how we teach Phonics at 
Hunsley Primary!



Phonics in Year 1 - Lesson

1. Start with the ABC song.

3. Teach and practice new sound/graphemes      - reading, spelling and writing. 

2. Revisit previous taught sounds/graphemes.

4. Write a sentence including new sound. 



Assessing phonics in Year 1

Ongoing teacher assessments are used to assess phonics 
knowledge. We also use online assessments which assesses 
reading and spelling of phonemes, high frequency words and 
Y1 common exception words.



Reading in Year 1

Bug Club reading books are linked to the sounds and graphemes 
being taught in phonics that week or the previous week.



How to help your child with reading at home.  

Before reading, look at the front of the book and discuss the sounds and words. 

Discuss the title of the book, read the blurb and make some predictions of what you think is going to 
happen. Is it a fiction or non-fiction book?   



How to help your child with reading at home.  

In your child’s reading record there are a list of comprehension questions and discussion points you could 
use during and after reading with your child. 



Bug Club Online 

Log in details can be found at the back of your child’s planner. 



Reading record

Please use the reading record to inform us that you have read at home..

Please leave your child’s book in their book bag as they will read in school too.

Please record when you have read your home reading book and any of your online Bug Club books 
too.

This informs us that the book has been read and we will therefore change it on a weekly basis for a 
new book.  



Assessing reading in Year 1

Your child will read their reading book with an adult in school. We will assess their phonics knowledge, reading 
fluency and comprehension skills. We encourage children to read their book more than once to enable their 
fluency and comprehension skills to develop further. 

Bug Club assessments and NFER assessment papers are also used to assess reading and comprehension skills.   



Assessing reading in Year 1

Bug Club assessments are also used to assess reading and comprehension.   

Here is an example of a Bug Club assessment.    



Assessing reading in Year 1

Bug Club assessments are also used to assess reading and comprehension.   

Here are some example questions from an NFER 
reading assessment.    



End of Year 1 Reading Expectations

Bug Club assessments are also used to assess reading and comprehension.   

Reading fluency and comprehension skills are really important areas of learning for Year 1.  

Children must achieve the following targets (on the next slide) for both word reading and 
comprehension to enable them to pass the Year 1 standards for reading. 



End of Year 1 Reading Expectations

Bug Club assessments are also used to assess reading and comprehension.   



Thank you for 
listening. 

Any questions?
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