
Phonics 
and 

reading 
in Year 2



Phonics in Year 2
Daily phonics lesson, building on from Year 1.

Phonics is taught through a scheme. At Hunsley Primary 

we use Bug Club Phonics. 

Children are taught as a whole class.

Interventions in place for children who need extra support.  

Pure sounds vitally important.

Phonics screening check in November 2021



Phonics screening
It is a national assessment and children read 40 words.  

20 words are pseudo/alien words and 20 are real words.

The words get progressively harder and include multi-syllable 
words by the end.

The words begin with graphemes and phonemes from Phase 2/3 
and moves through words containing graphemes and phonemes 
from Phase 4 and Phase 5 as well.





Current phonics in Year 2

We are completing Phase 5 and 
for this we learn the different 
graphemes for each phoneme, 
discussing how they are linked.

Irregular/high frequency words 
are taught through language 
lessons. 



A typical lesson…

1. Start with the ABC song.

3. Teach and practice new sound/graphemes      -
reading and spelling words containing these.

2. Revisit previous taught sounds/graphemes.

4. Apply during a written activity



Phonics in Year 2 cont…

We then move on to Phase 6.  This does link to reading, but 
the primary focus is spelling. From this point the reading books 
are more about extending text understanding and increasing 
exposure to text types and vocabulary. Books will help the 
children apply everything they know and include the Phase 6 
learning and Year 2 curriculum learning (such as suffixes, 
contracted words and homophones)



Reading in Year 2

While we complete Phase 5, Bug Club reading books 
are linked to the sounds and graphemes being 
taught in phonics that week.  Once we begin Phase 
6 and focus on the Year 2 curriculum requirements, 
children work their way through Orange, Turquoise, 
Purple, Gold, White and then Lime books while in 
Year 2. They will progress at their own pace and do 
not have to read all the books on a level to progress. 



Bug Club Online 

Log in details can be found at the back of your child’s planner. 
Books will be allocated online as well as being sent home. 



How to help your child with 
reading at home.  
Before reading, look at the front of the book and discuss the sounds 
and words. 

It is important to discuss the features of each text with your child.  
For example, how a story book is different from a play or information 
text. It is also important to discuss the meanings of words your child 
is unsure about.



Play scripts have characters who 
take turns to speak and sometimes 
a narrator or stage directions to 
help us understand how the play 
is to be performed.

Information texts may have facts, 
headings, photos, pictures, 
diagrams, perhaps a contents 
page, glossary or index, labels and 
captions.



Questions and discussion
In your child’s reading record there is a list of comprehension 
questions and discussion points you could use during and after 
reading with your child. 

During reading lessons in school we focus on teaching how to 
answer the different types of questions that the children might have 
to answer. 





Reading record
Please use the reading record to let us know when you have 
read at home with your child.

Please leave your child’s book in their book bag as they will 
read in school too.

Please record when you have read any of your online Bug 
Club books or any other book you have read at home too.

Books will be changed primarily on a Friday. New online books  
will also be allocated as and when these are needed..



Assessing phonics and 
reading in Year 2
Ongoing teacher assessments are used to assess phonics 
knowledge. We also use online assessments which 
assesses reading and spelling of phonemes, high 
frequency words and Y1 and 2 common exception words.





Assessing reading cont…
Your child will read their reading book with an adult in school. We 
will assess their phonics knowledge, reading fluency and 
comprehension skills. We also assess reading during Guided Reading 
lessons.

Bug Club assessments, NFER assessments and previous SATS paper are 
also used to assess reading and comprehension.   



Bug Club assessments are also used to assess reading and 
comprehension.   

Here is an example 
of a Bug Club 
assessment.    



SATS in Year 2

Bug Club assessments are also used to assess reading and 
comprehension.   

In May 2022 we will participate in the national SATS 
assessments in reading (and maths.)

These support teacher assessment in these subject areas.  Science 
and writing are also assessed by the teacher.

SATS assesses all the curriculum requirements for Year 2 for 
these subjects (reading, writing, maths, science)

There will be a further parent learn on SATS during the spring 
term to look at this in more detail. The following two slides give 
you an example of the papers used for the SATS reading 
assessments.







Any 
questions?
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